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in copyright legislation as applicable to Canada; and they would -wish
to draw your Lordship's attention to the fact that, by the Imperial
Copyright Act of 1842, Canadian publications ought to be deposited
in the British Museum. The obligation is, however, not observed by
the Canadian Government, and tfie Trustees have therefore, to pur-
chase books which they should receive gratuitously.

It would seem then, not unreasonable that, if the Canadian Govern-
ment obtain any relaxation of copyright regulations in their favour,
they should undertake on their part to comply with the law as regards
deposit of books in the British Museum, following the example of the
Governments of India, and of the Cape of Good Hope, and several
Crown Colonies.

I have, etc.,
E. Maunde Thompson.

Parliamentary Papers 1895, Ixx, p. 90.

LETTER FROM
THE MARQUESS OF RIPON TO THE EAKL OF ABERDEEN

Downing Street, August 4, 1894.
My Lord,

I have the honour to transmit to you, to be laid before your Minis-
ters, a copy of a letter from the British Museum respecting the supply
to it of copies of books first published in Canada,

I need not remind your Ministers of the important advantage
secured to Canada by virtue of the Copyright Act of 1886, by which
copyright throughout Her Majesty's Dominions is granted to Cana-
dian authors,

The collection in the British Museum is, as you are aware, the ooly
national collection, and I am sure your Ministers will agree with me
that it is important that it should be complete, and especially is
respect of works issued in the most important of Her Majesty*s
Colonial Possessions, and that it is not too much to ask that a copy of
a work which receives important advantages from the Imperial
legislation referred to should be supplied for use in the British
Museum.

Apart, therefore, from questions referred to in the letter from the
British Museum, which is now engaging the attention of Her Majesty's
Government, I hope that your Government wiH take srach steps as may
be in their power to ensure that copies of books published ia Ac
Dominion are furnished to the Museum.

Ripoa.
Parliamentary Papers 1895, hot, pp. 90-1.